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Game I966AV 1 Pall. 1910 



HULK BHI I Alfi; Ui.| | . ■ ' . 

I SH S . 0 U X H ; \7 I IT 11 

' EQUALS S1I t"h-2 «■ S ..HIC0 2 X)' 1 " ' 

SXTGLiUXD ( Wells ) s Army Wales to : r olland, .Sleet English Channel convoy 

artqy. Waives to Holland. £leet ITorth.Sea convoy e-rmy 
Wale s to Holland* ^ffljr_Burgundx»'jfco Ht&dclu' Array l&ih* support , army 
Burgundy to Munich, ^n^^arTs^t? "Sx^otI^* Army Sweden to Berlin, 
Fleet Baltic conroy Ermy~"SwecTen" To^erTin, Sleet ICiel support array 
Sv/eden to Berlin* Bleet Piedmont- to Tuscany. Tleet Tyrrhenian Sea -to 
Home, Fleet Tunis stand, £leet i£id- Atlantic Ocean to .tfefstern Medi- 
terranean Sea, Pleet St, Petersburg, north .coast, , atahd, 2^£ e J " 
Ankara^ stand, "~ "~ 

RUSSIA (Zelazny)i Army Warsaw to X4.7onia, Army, Prussia support array 

T JarsaT7 - to .liivooia*. «rmy -Silesia support GISliAlT . army 
::unictu Array Serbia- to Budapest, PleefrAegean to lonien Sea, i/leet 
G-reece support fleet '.Aegean to Ioni&n Sea,, Sleet Bulgaria to Constant 
tinople, l?leet Black Sea to Ankara, Array Armenia support fleet Black A , 
Sea to Ankara. ' ' 

ITALY (Pranois)* Array Trieste to ' 1 ryr"oTTaV'/*3r«y Venice support 

Trieste^. to lyrolia* Array Albania to Serbia,, Fleet 
ITapl es«. support. HU33IAH fleet Aegean- to Ionian Sea, " - ; 

• • • •• 

O^u-uuT (Shagrin)i ITo moves received, 'Armies Munich and: Vienna stand. 

Underlined 'moves do not succed, ■ T$.e Sngli sh fleet Ankara is 
annihilated .being, dislodged ..and having no space open for retreat* The 
German armies Livonia and Tfrolia are likewise annihilated! being r * " , . 
dislodged and ha vine ' received no orders. 

As a result, of these moves the belligerent powers control the supply 
centres listed belowi 

El.'GL^iDi 3 home, 3 Scandinavian, St. Petersburg, Berlin, Kiel, Holland, 

Bulgaria,- Brest, Paris, Marseilles, 2 Iberian, Tunis, Home, 
18 in all, Key build 3 as there is no room for 4,. 

HUSSIAi Sevastopol, I.Ioscow, Warsaw, Smyrna, Constantinople, Ankara, 

Rumania, Bulgaria,, Greece, Budapest, 10 in all. I^ay build one, 

ITALY* ITaples, Venice, Trieste, Serbia,. 4 in all. to adjustment, 

C£3KUJxYi Munich, Vienna. 2 in all. i.To adjustment. 



The "builds r 



' 4 7eXls suTspirtte'd- build-s'-f or -Engleidd a conditional basis* r Jhey;. are.* \~ 
Build fleet Xondon. Build fleet Edinburgh* Build"" fleet Li verpool. 
Selazny, playing Russia i3, of course, entitled to his build. However* 
when he makes it there will be a total of 33 forces on the board- Of - 
which England will possess 17, an absolute majority. Therefore, 
Charles Wells, playing England, is hereby declared the winner of 
game 196 Congratulations, Charles! ; ' '* *" 

Xs most vrill know, Charles ¥eliswon game 196 5&, in Grau .stark , flaying 
Turkey* That gerae *rb not only his, first -postal game but hit first 
game of Diplomacy of any sort. In fact ho tells me that he hadn't 
seen a ruleboolc until ab.our, 10 days, before his first mov.es in that 
game were - due.'Xater he again won ■•"playing Turkey in another Gr&ustark 
game, 1955:EV. In 196511, . ln: C o stapranav and later in tp&fk i he won. 
playing France, the onljjr victory" Tor S^a'noe "so'-faar-ap^ea^ilg in 
a stendard postal game* ' ; / f ; .•'"•'"*' ." - ' ~ ' '-■ .* 

This win,- in 19667*V, is, therefore his- fourth, a dizzy pinnacle of . 
eminence only previously reached by tfohji ••-.gray the. ' Very best wishes,. 
Charles, end meny more of' them.' - - ' 

The gamesmaster- v;oulc lite to " tharfc all- plryors who have .played their 
-positions through to 'the end, .the game. ^s- end or their own.' *1 summary '" • 
of the action of the game is given'Ibelow, 3arly in the game's progress s 
IConte -^elazny 1 suggested.: that play.eil shoul'd send in coraraents. about -the 
game -along with their moves... Those received are published below along, 
with the gamesmasters comments.' * 

- fl-ame 196q/>,V _ 

I&tgszine t Brobdingnag . Gsmesmaste-rY J©']in : "7dcCa--lum. Players t England, 
Cherles T/ells. Prince, Sdi Birsan* Germany, diehard Shagrin. Italy, 
Dave Francis. Austria, James Lunroe. .Russia,. L.onte Selazny. 
Turkey, Dave Lebling. ; 

Of these players Charles'-- "./ells was the only one- of very extensive 
experience of the postal game when play began. - t.e had,; in fact, . already*, 
achieved his firt vietory at that .time. Sd'i Birsan and" Dave Leblirig 
had "been in a few grmes for a montta or two previously, ill the others 
were newcomers to Postal Diplomacy at ; the time, although all four 
entered other gemes more or less simultaneously with this ons . 
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In the supply centre chert a fraction, as S/7, indicates that the 
country had a number of supply centres as given in the numerator, . 
and forces as given in the denominator. In this game all failures 
to "build to the limit were due to an inability to do so, 

1901 » Spring 

Usual developments in 'the east, including Husso- Turkish stand-off 
in the Tl&ck Sea, In the west England played to Channel and Trance 
moved all its forces, " including, its fleet toward the eastern frontier. 

1901^ Ta ll, end winter. 

France gained only Spain and built a fleet for it. Germany gained 
"both lor countries as well as Denmark* Russia "built fleet in 
Sevastopol to counter Turkish Tleet nor; in Elack ■ Sea, 

Shagrin, Germany I I will comment on Tonte J s idea of sending in our 

. secret hopes and fears. I like the idea and here 

are mine: 

* ■ 'Immediately, upon notification of *he' fact that I was the 
* Kaisfer, I groaned ' and tore my hair. Text to .'.ustria, Germany 
is condidate numero uno for dismemberment, and 'my. immediate 
objective was to set up a system of alliances and non-agression 
pacts that made my dmpvivai certain and' my- growth and .expansion 
easy, I was lucky. England, my first choice as an ally, agreed 
to an alliance— as I "threw in almost everything I had to offer,' 
it was not too surprising; but I was not long for this world 
if I did not secure it.^I ■ off ered to become solely a land .power 
if England would become solely a sea power,; so that I would haver 
only armies, and England' only fleets* I suggested that an attack 
•o» Trance might be a good idea, but England had already- suggested 
it in a letter that crossed mine .in the mail. 7/e have an 
agreement:, to tie this game, and that neither of us will grow 
more than one unit more^ppwerful th : an the o£her without the .. - 
other's consent. I also sent" feelers to Trance, in case Englcr.'d 
was going to be obstinaite about the whole thing, .and tried 
to project a defensive minced flayer, who was more worried" 
about securing the low countries, the safety- of Munich, and - 
afraid of attack by the Russians and English, than interested r 
■ in attacking Trance. In the IL'esi.;! had some good luck— " " 

Prussia, Germany i and England, came: to ' the on^.y rational 
division of the Scandinavian countries, one to each,' and TlU&sIg 
moved south on Pricey, wi th ' the aid (-somewhat, if not entirely, 
untrustworthy) of /.us"":ria, with whom I also have a - non-aggression 
pact, but who is target number two after Trance, as nearly as 
: I can" foresee future developments, At first I ignored Italy, 
- despite invitations to ( * ^member Trance in -con junction with him, 
I even warned Trance ■ about Italy, hoping to.' draw defenders to 
the south, but it has not worked'. 'I am' about to "ally' 1 with 
Italy, but if Italy thinks Trance and Iberia are large enough 
for England,- Germany, and Italy, he is in for a 'shock. After 
the. .division of Trance (Iberia end Trest: to England, Paris 
and Marseilles to Germany) Italy will be the target as 'England 
moves into the l.'editerranean with its fleets in force. I v/ill 



help out overland through Marseilles and Tyrol, "but X think 
I will probably join .ttussia in a simultaneous attack on 
Austria, with my m reward, "being Vienna-, iludepeet, and Serbia-, 
and. Russia 1 s "being the Austrian part of Turkey and the rest of 
the T&lkans. it that point, Gerv.any will "bo left th«s central 
-oarer and may he crushed between England and ^ULsia, hut a 
quick strike in one. or the other direction sh ould either win . . . 
the game . for me., -if England proves, unwilling to tie it, and 
attempts to attack me, or else' • : ' together England and I 
v/ill dismember Hur-sia and tie the game, A.t ' this point, at least r 
I place a lot of trust in Charles 'Jells, the English player, 
and I have resolved that I v/ill not he the first to stab our 
alliance, .in the neck, I wonder if X will live up to my 
resolve. ¥©. .are -about* to stage a ' quarrel, and I wiil be 
losing Holland or Belgium, in order to demobilize my fleet,- . 
and hopefully draw' other players off guard, Prance especially. 
( ( ( fhe H quarrel" mentioned was a press release' attack which C-ermay 
proceeded to launch again-st England* -jamcc)) 

1902» Snrin g* 

Germany pushed .armies'ihtb northern France, as inland sent fleets 
to the IJid- Atlantic to encircle the dountry ♦ In-, the east borth ' 
iusjbria and Russia pressed "attacks on i'urkey* 

Lebling*. ICurkey: I do not trust Austria any further thr.n I can throw ^ ' 

him* buffet least he say;s he r ll cooperate* Italy 
and Kussia are definitely hostile, and besides,. I've got to 
fight Kussia, he writes good propaganda against me. 

\902« frail and Winter * 

•■ranee fell hack before the Anglo^German onslaught* Austria divided 
its forces into twos half used in an attack-on northern Italy, the - 
remainder continuing the Turkish war. Germany ceded Holland to England 
so as to destroy its. fleet, and to lend verisimilitude to its 

propaganda attacks on t that country « :w ■ * 

Shagrin, -..ermanys I wonder if it i-s wise not to double cross hngland 

now* It could he done easily,- and -the capture of 
Holland will leave me as weak as I will' ever be. Still,- I have 
undertaken this alliance, and will not he the -first to cc st 
i.t^ aside. • . '" . 

Lebling, Turkeys Austrian doublecross was expec'ted, sort of, Russia 
. has expressed willingness to help- seems to mean 

,it. Italy is ' s till unconvinced about Austrian hostility; maybe 
now he 1 11 believe me. 

Shagrin, Germany, with winter move: *7ell r werre trying it, I -don't 

know who it will fool, but it 
seems a shame to let the opportunity to fake everybody go "to 
waste - I believe that our alliance is strong and firm. Pray 
to the gods of Diplomacy that it is, for I am in sad s": eroe if 



T ,7ells has led me down the primrose path. 

( (Pray # not for aifi to One who made /. . 
A se't-of never changing l«M3v v ' 
- 1 . ..But in thy heed, remember veil, 

He gave the© speed, or guile, or claws.)) 

1903, Swing * 

Russia pressed attack "on .Turkey.. Austre-Ita.li'an war continued, Prance 
fought on in- south with only two forces regaining, Germany dared war 
with Russia through capture of Sweden* ;• 

Shp.gr in f Germany: It appears that the attempt to delude the rest of 
* . the.. players .into thinking that 'England and Germany 
were- f ighting ,had probably succeeded. It tol-b decided that Germany 
would determine the moves of both -England and Germany for the "■ 
next five game years, with England having tjie right of review, 
and change without notice. However, a major portion of the risk 
of ooalitlon has been removed, namely the errors leading to 
animosity will be made by'mistake. It certainly appears at this 
point that Rue si a will attack Germany, and steps to eliminate 
this- threat are being taken. It is indeed unfortuante that 
a .■Germany overcoramitted its forces in Prance; still the situation 
is not hopeless, although nothing but Russian errors or lack of 
desire to make an unforgiving enemy can protect the people of 
Berlin from capture and. despoliation at the hands of " the Cosacks 
and others of the Slavic horde. However, as a causus belli, 
- nothing will serve better, although it requires that Austria be 
left alone, and perhaps encouraged. . .a situation not at ell to 
my liking. Still, one enemy at a time, softlee softlee catchee 
monkey. I no longer count Prance, as :-irsan ! s elimination is 
merely a matter of time. The real problem in the south is Italy, 
and I think that a break of our false alliance will be necessary 
soon. I have no intention of sllowinr; her to keep Marseilles. 
If France was determined to leave the Game he should have "stayed 
out, or else should have tried army Portugal to Spain and ket>t 
the Italians out. 

As a review, our program ?s revised end ammended: Complete 
the conquest of Prance, attack Russia and aid Austria in attacking 
Italy and assist our alliance to become supreme in the north 
and on the sea - then, Austria. A 17-17 split is still my goal. 
As for Charles ...time will tell. 

1905, P all a nd Winter 

Pirst main shift in wars Hue* si a continued attack on Turkey, but 
suddenly moved most of its southern forces against Austria. The latter, 
with most of its strength in or near Italy was not able to withstand 
the attack. 

Shagrin, Germany t J have decided to van. The 17-17 split has bo en done 

again* Greed and time have overcome yet another 
alliance, I'm attacking Russia, and have broken my word not 



to do ttet, anyhor. besides, I c an . s.Xvis.y s c^W W |lni M 
"jitein -performs some outstanding set ox self stern ice. _ 

1904. Spri ng. 

rri-. V , e conauest of , r-nco, VrxJ possesions, nearly complete, ^natny 
^nhnu^^in, ^inst £c B ic in -^-^ . 

s&r^i/rxroTo«^ - 

country* • ' . 

Sh-srin, r^raany: Jessie "fro ' Italy., "both at onoe-i Still, -ithAustria 

g£fS the^oth some trouble, «o shall overcome. Question - lo 

stab England? /Tever? ' 

1S04, .^e_ll _^ilc]JiZL n AQ£ • 

air. hrench end ^rkish ranfents 'finally out of ti e tot* "^^icv pushed 
strongly into the'. --aliens, rith Italy also securing gains viere, but 
liseif Ls under' very heavy taglO-German pressure m Uae ncrth. • 

l90^_Sr^)2ijT£ ■' • ■ 

An ffio^Gv.m]?n -Difccer movement: continued!, English fleets b teemed 
str£l- ea^arWin.the l-ed, ,nd .German a^iies^ advxncea "™ 
hu- si And southward .into Austria, Austria, reeling uncer ita.lo--.ussie.rt 
blows,- v;a b doivn to- tvjo forces. 

S^rp-rinV C-ermrny: "Tftiewl Gott sei d'anici". and like that there* If I had 

B ~'- Exxri * J i, C en England,- this voulo h:.vo been the_ turn 1 moved 

t^P v^orth See. etc,-, pne -started attacking Germany. ; ov: J- .leye • 
°° ^ V Sance to take it to the last minute, and capture an extra 
0 „ ~V V cen t-re o^ two --nd-win. Soon I v/ill be able to gu.?ra my 
■ ?ear Lf^gL^ is finished, Sut no fleets, that vould 

. be a dead giveav/ay. 

"rancis, Itelys I. -ish I loiev; whether Germany double crossed England 
,ioncis, x^.xj ^ if . f ^^ end int ends doing anything abou-c it. 

ihis is an inter es tine game. 
1906 , Sp ring ' 

u v ; ™ lf: n -ttack Vc v->rerd into northern Italy but the l.-.tter country 
"tnage^tS -eiSstand the invaders, Germany continued to ;ire SS neavxly 
on the hussisns in Austria and the .<-alkans« 5 - -- 

1906, I 'cl l and Wi nter 

Austria finally left the rar, fightinr to the last, vhe n.. in front, 
ran through northern Austria to t>e Ukraine ntn eer^any ^ress^ 
southard and the Jtalo-^ussian alliance messing no^thv.c.ra .cro.. u. 
Italy, 'i^ the raeamehile -e.s attached from- the rear by a ma^vu<?in w ■ 
English fleet. • 



trends, Italy: Vhat t;. tee matter with Carles Veils? Do.ss lie normally' 

play for second place? ( ( Th at about a man r;ho" has - ■ 
^ on 4 games, and, even then, had \?on two.- jamcc ) ) ?:e hes passed' 
up at least tvro chances to nr.il a v/ide open d-ermany and have a 
good shot at vanning. If he doesn't hit Germany this year he's 
giving him the game on e platter. 

190 7 > ^ ring 

Vi th the v-ermans " seizing Sevastopol ail liussian supply centres uere 
occupied But Russia could still fight on, quite stronly, due to its 
Turkish and Balkan conquests, . . 

1907, Pa ll 

Russia re-occupisd Sevastopol J the spring -position v:c s the high-rrater - 
mark of German expansion ••■ - 

1908, Sprint 

k very complicated situation developed in Austria r.nd e»uthern 
Russia :.a th both Germany end .Uussia having armies behind the other's 
lines. jUnglish fleets continued to sail eastward in the ' Iv.ed. 

1908, i^c.ll 

The ma jor break of. the game. England continued its attacks on l L lu&s. an 
territory, for instance in Turkey, but also sie*ed Marseilles and 
Bulgaria from its" German ally» 

Wells, England s VTell,, the time has come^.. 

£elazny$ .icussiai I think that Veils is going to .climb all over Shagrin 

as 'soon as Varies* Ilotne, and Smyrna fall. But Shagrin 
has* blf* d faith. 

Vrancis, Italy',: Somehow; I have a feelingl'm about to hastily depart 

from the game but I Ml keep trying* I predict an 
English titab % thi s fall or next spring. 

ks v/ill be noted every player, vi'th the exception of the victim^, foresaw 
the stab. A.s this'io the crux of the game, further comment ■'.all be given 
on v;hat he-opened here, at • .the end of the main summary. .Vrom this point 
on Shagrin submitted no more moves and the vhole ' game changed its' 
character. 

X908»:-:V inter 

England's builds" consisted, of -three armies. ' These re re the first amies 
England had other than the Liverpool army v.lth rhich it b^gan. 

Lrancis, Italy? 66AV is becoming interesting again, There is a chance 

xte may be able to stop England if 'Germany v/ill ally 
with Russia and myself. 



/ 

/ 



~ 3 « 

fleets, rath-:: carinly, into Constan- 
ts d ho "support. :-.ius3ia, ri th Italy 
cutting "hose fleets off. 



h'nglnad tool: over German positiona in •.■os'icrn Europe. hu sic. solidified 
its position in south- eastern ^luroj;e. hovever, Itc.ly missed a move, 
pr even tin: the annihilation of t'e English fl^et in i:-reece, cud also 
resulting in a difficult position for the .eastern alliance in hastria, 

"hells, linglands (Y/ith v/inter ."build s ) t I ';es kind of hoping that if I 

had three op --on. nt . they'd fall all over themselves, 
"but X didn't expect such luck, 

1910., Sarins ■ 

fhe English fleet in Greece "7as annihilated, and. forces manoeuvred 
to do t?>e fieri e to the one in furkey in the hall, hu.^sia ~uehad- stroniy " ' 
northv/ard tor/ar&c 3t. Petersburg and eastvard towards Cre many to meet 
the advance of ICnglish forces. 

1,9,10 1, h li "*' : -. ' 

Italy and hussla vrere no*:: -resented rith a tricky problem, hhe continued 
mopping up, by England of German supply centres in the ".'est, ahich they 
could not prevent, meant that England rould h,-vu 17 forces after the 
builds, fhere vc s. also an -fingli sh fleet ■ threatening hbples and .^ome • 
It England took either thepgam:; vould he" over, Xt v;as .easy to defend 
the Italian bases by a self-stand-off move but to do that voulc mean _ 
abandoning the G-erman army in hunich to its fate and. 'it -would then 
be annihilated in Spring 1911, givl'ng certain English victory* fhey 
decided to take the gamble on Italy, use Italian armies to 'force an 
advance to IVrol -here they could, give -additional support to unich 
next year, and transfer a' supply centre Troro- ' lu.: si a" to Italy so 
that the guess in* Italy rvould not have to be repeated, An e;:c client 
plan ahfcch, hov/ever, left the 50-50 gamble in Italy, should home 
be defended or Iha-les, since they could, not nov defend both, hrancis, 
•ol eying Italy, opted to defend haples, 'Jells, plsrying England struck 
at home, and the game pv/as over, hll three -play -as recognised the heart 
of the problem as shevn be their letters beloa ; . 

hrancis, Italy. We have a 50 . : chance of achieving a 17-17 stalemate. 

If v/e do, "hat happens then? 

Zela.sny, hu-sia.s The realisation that hells could very veil end it on 

this turn is frightening. Everything hinges on ; 
Italy' s choice nov m 

Wells, England; Let's see, if I gain herlin /i D home, I'll vin. Other- 

■vise the game will go on. fhey can certainly hold me 
"to a draw if C-erraeuy comes alive again, ihey- mi L ht 
anyway. 



1909, S;or^inj£. England advanced 
t i n o p 1 o a n d Greece, T ' -lie : ■ th e y 
assisting, gra'f-.. C the Ionian, 

1909, Pall 



- 9 



Gam e sroa s t er f s fee ners 1_ cj pmnerj t s . 

fhe same nieil that brought the f^nal rjet of moves for this game also 
"brought the most recent issue of Strategy . .and ^actios , Hod 'talker's 
Diplomacy column dealt, this issue, with aXliTnces. ire mentioned, as . 
has frequently "been pointed ott "before, that a very common development 
in the o-ocninr years of the game is for the northwest corner of the 
bo,.rd cxic the southeast corner to become, for a tin^ independent genes, 
with little or no interaction between the two halves. Vhen this ha.-owens 
there are many possibilities in the southeast* a two~vs- two war can 
develop in several .ways; three ftouero join in mobbing the fourthf- two 
separate battles of one against one may occur with little early inter- 
action between them* 

In the north-west, however, things .are different, "with only 
three powers,- a two versus one war ensues and the. only question ia, 
which is to .he the odd man out* 4s hod points out, an 4nglo«:.'rench, 
alliance against Germany is a very common choice j a JTanco- German 
alliance against England is' only a little less popular, however, . the 
third possibility, an Anglo-German assa.ult on 1. -ranee , is, by far, the 
least frequent of the available patterns, hod continues, in his 
article, that it is an advantageous alliance- with far reaching poss- „ 
ibilities. . Its success in 'this: game would appear to give sutraort to 
that point of view. 

In fact, that alliance, and its eventual breakdown, was almost 
the only feature with any recognizable forawin the game. Of course, 
in reaction to that alliance, and to its remaining member after the 
stab, a.n> Italo-hussian alliance did eventually form and maintain 
itself. However, except for those features, the game was a very 
amorphous one.. It was grab as- grab can - lirieg 1st Krieg un'd £chaaps 
ist Schnaps - and every man for himself. In the early years,, for . 
example, Italy simultaneously fought the Anglo-Germans and also-, 
the L.'rench, who were themselves fighting the Anglo-Germans* /It" the 
same time, on his other frontier he was fighting Austria. Austria, 
similarly, had concurrent wars with the Italians, .the Germans, and the 
Russians, although the Germans and the Russians were also at war with 
one another. In this respect, at least, the game was not .typical of the 
Great Y/ar period, but far more resembled the world of -the Italian 
states in the-, fienaisance. 

Although the outcome does support hod Walker 1 s, view of the 
value of an alliance between Germany and England, the development of 
the game- -was far from being in accord wi th his ideas. One of the reasons 
that he likes the Anglo-German alliance is that it is possible, after 
the opening few- moves, for the two members of it to expand on 
diverging lines, so that they don't seriously interfere with one 
another. In this game, on the contrary, their forces and. property 
were hopelessly intermingled. This was probably due, in .the first 
instance, to the terms of the treaty of* alliance by which England 
coulc build no armies at all. 'Hiis, in turn, meant that tfiey had to 
support each other in attacks on third powers, long after' the point 
where, in a more normal development, they" would he going their 
separate ways. Even with this treaty feature, it seems' to me that the 



- 10 - 

risk of later trouble could i:rve "been lessened "by swapping off terri~ 
tcry, Germany tahing: '. brway and 3t. Petersburg! Lay, in return for 
Paris end GGrseilles, allowing each to have a v.*oll rounded empire, 
without too much contact wi tli the other 1 s. '.. . owever, such trades v:ero 
not arranged and each had territory surrounded "by -property of the 
other. In the nature of the cese, England, ' with many fleets, had the 
flanlcing position on ell the outlying pieces of German property and 
it v;es inevitable that eventually the" temptation to taice them -over i ould 
become irresistible. England vzs • then able to surge a. he ad and win Gne 
game. . 

CoiTKaent on the gs:ne by players and. spectators is invited. 

• In case anyone is wondering ?:hat has happened to the 
comment on game 196SAQ,, the difficulty is that we lost tracl: of 
3arl Ghompson" for over a month. ". T e moved and, at first, sent no 
forwarding address at all. fhen he sent an address, which pro wed to 
be. wrong f a-nd mail sent to "him hasbeen txioteling •Tx.-.clt to Galston. 
I believe that -I now have the correct addrtfss and that contact hasbeen.- 
re-established. In any event, as games 1965A^ and 196 6 AV were run 
concurrently, starting 3 weeks apart, and. ending just over month 
apart, it ie suitable that comments on both should appear in the same 
issue.- ."But, for the game smaster at least, the feel of the two games • 
res quite different? I dont 1 1 l:now if that difference was felt by 
others.. - 



f fhe Germ an Cp_l^apse._ . 

As Richard Shagrin* s failure to submit moves, for Germany after 1908 
- - ■ "' . * was crucial as far as the later development of - the game- 
was concerned, it may be advisable' to set out, for the record, what 
hap ->aned. As will be noted ell concerned, apparently including the 
lost Office, erred. 

jeoves for Spring 1903 -■■-ore received from all players, % e 
moves from Shagrin, playing. Germany, included a condticnal . 
retreat. Also included V/as a complete set of moves for I-'all 1908, 
marked tentative, but with no statement of the' conditions un er 
which they -were to be -used. Notification of the Spring moves was 
sent to all players by carbon copy letter sent out on Tuesday, the 
19th of September. In that 'letter a deadline was set for -ruesday. 
the 2nd of October, fhis is, ■ "of course, an error, as the 2nd was 
a honday. Gor the normal 14 day deadline, then applying in this g\; me, ■ . . 
the deadline should hr.ve- been given as Tuesday, the 3rd of October. 

As I understand the note later received from Shagrin . . 
(end I am not sure that I do as it is not very clear)' he -did not 
receive this carbon copy letter.. If he did not then the first notification 
of the moves for Spring that he would have received would have 
been obtianed from' >fl0j3 70, published on :Grid.ay', 22 September, I can 
not now be sure, Ttu-t a Friday publication of KlOJX will almost 
invariably mean that -it is mailed after the local Post Office closes 
for the ni^rfc, so that effectively we can regard the issue as being 
in the mail the morning of the 23rd. fhis would mean-, for someone -who 
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lied not received the earlier carbon ccoy letter, an effective deadline 
interval of 10 days, a very short one.. 

On the .deadline, which wns treated as Tuesday 'the 3rd, not 
the. 2nd as erroniously given,, moves, had. "been received from all 
surviving countries with the exception of Germany, day's grace v/es 
allowed and, no moves having -been rec-eived from that country, the next 
issue of containing the 1'all 1908 orders, was run off on Wednesday 

4 October, The tentative set pf }>.!! orders, earlier received, was 
used. On the following day, a new set of orders was received, from 
Germany, postmarked Lbnday ■ 2nd.. ' .- '. - ■ . ". 

'-from the point of yiev/ of running- the game I . d.on ! t see 'that" " 
anything could have "been cone other than as it va s. The full standard 
period of 14 days was allowed, plus one additional day's grace. 
Moreover it should he noted that mail to and' from Spokane is reasonably 
pronpthere in IL-lston* 3 days is the usual time. I cannot, tell, of 
course, when the tissue of j"3I;CJ3 effectively mailed on "the 23rd reached . 
Spokane bjct my guess would' he that the 27th v/ould he the latest, A ' 
prompt reply would almost certeinly have r eached here before the dead- 
line* As 'we have seen the actual reply vies mailed .on the 2nd, *. day 
ahead of the deadline,, by surface mail,' and did not make it. In 
ju stive ; to Shagrin it' muct be pointed out* however,' that he would 
almost , certainly see the matter from- a rather different " . 'point of 
view. 

1, Ls he would see it, if he didn* 1 get the carbon copy letter., ' t 
he- was only alloyed '10 ' days over-all, instead of '-the r.clver'tic'ecL 
fourteen, 

2, VFhen issue 71 appeared it contained not his recently submitted 
moves, but another set, prepared some weeks earlier, - ■ 

3, In the same issue, he .vas faced by a stab -£rom his former ".ally,. 

In : the "light of all of this "He' may vary well ha*ve decided that, he 
was op-'-osod by a malign fate, ^fnd may havo decided to abandon th,e . 
unequal struggle... T^a'tever the reasoning behind hi s action he mailed 
no more moves' for the, r emainder of the game. 

It should also he pointed out that the moves which Richard 
sent, and. which were too late to he used, were superior moves to 
those previously submitted by him. >■ e did not appear to anticipate 
the stab and 'the moves gave him no additional protection against 
his ally, England, however, they were much better . again s't the 
official enemy, Russia, and, had they been received on time* would, 
have 'left" him with a far more favorable position-, .either for battle 
or for bargaining. 

• It- will be noted that I have stated that he mailed 'no 
moves after that periods a glance at :'T.tOJ3 72 will show, however, 
that Germany' s removals are indicated. When these removals were 
not received by the deadline date, I phoned Shagrin to discuss the 
situation* ::e made some comment about being "kicked out", I pointed 
out that no one is kicked out of a game in .TTlOB, that the position 
was his to do as he saw fit with. I had hoped that this conversation 
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tjouIg. persu.c.ce him to edther pi- y the -position himself, or to resign 
so that it could he re-assigned. In spite of all the position -'./f.Sj 
at that time, still ,a powerful one, ..'However , he followed neither 
course and the position of C^rra'any deteriora tad steadily froa t^at 
"ooint on* 



• IfeT? >jlood«_ * 
£d hMlle, 107 SS 8th St., Gainesville, l^la., 32601, xvrites" to say that 

£arr y "Bi lls., 3861 Brighton Drive , C-lgary, /JLberta, Cn:.: da, is 
interested in the garae . 

jVnc 1 the f ollo^ina have rrittr/n to declare their ovi: interests 

1'rank Lunney, 212 'Juniper St., i^ualcertom, Penna *, 16951 % • . 

.Leigh ISdm oriels, 175 Koray St. , South helbournc, Victoria, i'».ustrali;: , 

Robert Cham-oer, 79-10 39 Ave • , Jackson h eights, v .'e\i York City, 

j-Y, 11372. 

Paul :: , 'Jatterson, Jr., 129 Pilgrim Ple.ce, Vrlley stream, :• Y, 11580. 

^ll^tcme, ■ P>ox 547, Fredericksburg, Va. , ' 22401, 

I' , Jeff _Porcell, 605 Fountain Place, Turlington, horth Carolina, 



Don greenwood , Box 280, KD 2, Ssyre, Penna. , 18840, ^rrites to sry 

that his- journal Panzerf aust will sponsor an off- shoot 
to he celled Pennyorker . 'fhis will he a. forum where game players 
in Pennsylvania and Yew York and in the Tsor&er districts of neighboring 
states, can arrange games, either pos tally or f ace- to- face. Znn'cz 
include not only Diplomacy and standard' v/ar games, hut also, for 
example r hridge and the like. V/'rite Don for details. 



Diplomacy is the copyright trade name of a game manufactured mo 
sold hy G-aines hesearch, 48 77arehara St,, Yoston, Yass. , 02118. 
The -oostrl version of the game has given rise to some- 20 or more 
amateur magazines, still living, and ahout three times that number, 
now defunct. Yrobdingngg "belongs to the formor^ category, hut due ^ to 
nor having no games to report, ma-y soon go into hibernation until 
the summer vhen it vdll he temporarily talcing over ' several Grjaustakk 
games, Trebdingnag is . edited and published hy John YcCallum, 
halston," Alberta, Cm ada. It sells for tan cents a copy with a 
similar rate for subscriptions and bach copies. 



